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Israeli Combat Reservists: Coping with Transitions after Emergency Conscription

Lior Lander, Ephrat Huss and Ayelet Harel

Abstract
Upon the outbreak of the Isracl-Hamas war on Oct. 2023, over 300,000 reservists were drafted on an
emergency basis (7zav 8). This situation requires us to analyze the cyclic nature of serving in the
reserves. In all militaries, service in the reserves is cyclic, ambivalent and complex, and potentially
traumatic. To the best of our knowledge, however, little has been written on the way soldiers define
their own experience in specific social contexts. This article analyzes the transitions experienced by
combat soldiers from their call to service, through the battlefield, and to their return home, in order to
learn lessons towards their optimal integration back in civilian society. Our findings are based on
interviews with 12 reservists. The main theme arising from the interviews is a deep conflict between
collective and personal cultural narratives, which causes dilemmas and tensions in each of the transition
phases. Our narrative framework and focus on the cultural context, rather than on trauma, shed new
light on the experience of the combat soldiers, the stressors they identify, and the way they relate to
specific sociocultural contexts. Finally, we propose solutions for intervention and providing an
appropriate space for working through these complex experiences, and most importantly, sharing them.
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MNONNIN ,0ID) NIN D I 20N OWOIN YO T2 DTN ,TYINND DINXIDND MDY TONNa
NI NN IR NPMYHYNIT MPIN NPNN NN N2 D9 ,NA NMVY ,NPNON MINONND 1N S NNV
M0 99,799 NN DTN ININ XD 925 NI ,D219 DXANNIA TN — NIINDY NNTIPN MNOXN 25NWND NN
Y50 DMAYNN L PTYIT NMY NPNN NN DY DI INTPNN LY MINIINRI ,DNND FINNY
NN DXOVNPY DVAPN ON TR NIWND DY IV NIRYI IRVIY D DI TN NN’ .0XWPI D220
DXTIMDY [, NTIAYD ,NNAYND  NPIND ,NNYN PND NN DX DXVNP PR .ONXIDNN DMN NN
UMD MIVY DITPYD ,NNND DY MY TONNI . NNNND NIV N DY DONN 9HYN DY) OONTPND
YHMN DMNMNY DIONNN DY P2IYN MNP INNND IINNDD .9NY2 MMV ) PaAY DXavn Pa 0NN
TPNINRD NI2NN DY T NP NNIN YNNI 8 1N MNHNDN IN YNIND DIOMNNN D1IIP DRI
ANPN NROW TIN-DY ,MNDWN P WON DY IWID YTIa ,D0XIDMNN IIMN NN 22V 19IN NN VIYPD
.NDVINNI NMINDNA IN DIYNIN TN NPVINDI VN MM .0WNN

STVINN YNAND IN NNNDNRD D) NY1 D29 DYPPOINT DINIDND MPYWA TPHNNN NT NN
951 DMVNINIV DXODNI TID NPNY NVYY ,MAONNT NPVINPINNI PXARNI NI YN MPY
DYNIDM DN ,DI12) 27P2 N2V NITNAY XAXD AN DMAYHN NPHN NN JNI2 DT IIND . NINIAND
TIVAY 792 MDY 0NN PPN .(Lander et al., 2019) Nty NHDIND 591N YSIND DM INND ,012P
VYN P L,NPNIPIIDY NPNTIDNDY NPNNON Y97 OWMNN NPNN DY M MMVIN MIAN MN»PY
GNMIVN 19IND YAXD NN NNIVN .NTY 1IN DY DMIVPNA NPMDNMNOT DIPNPMIN NN VNI DMIPNN
DNOY DIPMITIN 9 DY ,DMNPNN DY THNDNA ,09NN N2 NYRN DMDDIVINN DXIAYNIN DY Y17
MNEPN DY MNTNNVDIAND MDD DIPN NDNN IWPNA DTIRD DY RN DY) OMIAIN WPN PN
YDOPNRIVIN IYPN TINT OVNINIV INIXIVID MY NPNN A¥NT DIV MW FWIND NY»ONI NVN
TPNNNY,NITYON NNIYO VNNV NINAN PIAY NIVIDTH NN NIAYY NN NYHDN T INIIWN)
DIYPNA NPT MDYN NYTN DIXIDNI MPYY ,qONI .1PNID NPNIIN NMINOXN DIAYN INY
D) 12122 13 TMMINN- 27 NIYPN DY) .NPIRIYIT MNIIND DTINDY NIIND NNIIN DY DOVIN-1PNID
195N ©12YNN MAN 0NN OXTTINNN NN DY PAND DML TIIRIYIN NN 1DV SWIND Y»DH
STV 290091 Y03219-PXI0 YONNON YT 1IND NMNMAN ,THPMIAIN IWPIND D) 1D ,ONONNN 191N

DMNOIDD YN NPTHN DY DNINDI N NPIIP MM DONIDNN dNIVND NN PN PDNYTI
DY2PNON D2 AN 0217 MNAY .(Daphna-Tekoah & Harel-Shalev, 2017) ©XN7IXD P ,0N72N
nYTN 19 Yy (Edmunds et al., 2016; Walker, 1992) nyN5n 9701 T39) YND2 PHND DN MMD DY
DYINNN OMIIPNN NN .NITNY XAND MNIINRDN 1DON DIDMNN D12V )12V 1DIND NIAND NNINY MDYN
Ackerman et al., 2009; Bulmer & ,5wn5) DNINY DY DXPNNRINIDD DX TTINNN DHNY DNNND NN
DMYN NTINA DXTPNNN 27NN DRI ONIVN DY OIPNN .(Eichler, 2017; Bulmer & Jackson, 2015
NONYA DPOIY OINK .(Faber et al., 2008) DPNINTR DXVNY OWMN PIAV NP NNIWNIM)
DY .(Harpaz-Rotem & Rosenheck, 2011; Hoge & Castro, 2012) NMINIV DY MTTINNN DY NPNYTH

9aN ,PTSD N9 NOW D27 OOP0ImNXIDM SYW 0PNPNIN DY TPNONNN NI9DA 90N 197 ,NNT



PN, (Ben-Ari et al., 2004; Lomsky-Feder et al., 2008 ,5wn5) NoNX ©12yn1 ©OUPNN NN Y2
YNDNN IINNNY TIVA .FPOHP MANYNI TN PTSD MNNONND N9221 NNNDHNI MOINN Do NND
DY NNNRD NONY PNTN INOXIVIA NN PAND WD, 1PV NPINNDD) NNINIV-VDINL PN PO ION
INITRD NAND P2 02902 DRI ID1N DNDNY

NYION PNIANI PIVIP INNDY ,NNINIVY NWNN NN DYTHN VONNA Y2IPN INIANN MPYN
DOYSN OXNIVNN DYMNN 21, 0N (APA, 2013) (NNINIV-LDI ,)1PND) MLDINIV-VDII PNT
MADN NPIIVAND D) 1D IT MIVANRD DY NPNY ¥ AN, NNINIV-VDIY DXNNIND DOIN NMNNIN)
TIVY MDINNN DXNIVNNIN PON NIY,TON NINY .NNPNDNI IN YNNI DINIDNN DXAWN DN TIINY
INYN 7NN NPND

M2 NMIYON 2N ,3NT XMIAIN IYPNA NIPRNT NN DOI»NN NPHN NN D DX NN
210Y QDN IR ,TIVY NNAVNI DXTINOD ,NTIAY )N ,MNY NMNIN MNDNI DN NN INY
SV NN DNNYI DTN DIDMN T PANY RION NI PN NIVN . TNXN NIPHNA NNINIV-LDINI
,1Y MIPNI) DMXHD D1NIIN DIYPNA DOVWNINND DNV ,NPAD NIANN P2 DM1IYNI MO ,NINI PNT
LN MIANT NPMNINY NPNIIN APIVHWNI NPT ,N2NT MININD DOWONN DX, 0N .OONIWIN WPnn
.DONIDIN DMN HY DAWD TIYND N9 NDID MNIINRD NI2NN 1Y 1I9IND MTIN

5718 HY DIRIPNN NI DY) VNI INNPIY DXAYNY DMTPY NN IDIOYNY DINIIINNDND PON
DN NN NXIAP DY MPY DY DOIANN HNIWI OXXIDNIN TN (Ben-Shalom et al., 2023)
TPNRNN FNONN NN .OINXIDNT MTN IRY PAD NMINMD NNDN P2 NN NINAN DY ,0NNYN
SY DMIPYY DXND NYIY DMNMP .DXXIDNI DXI2) DM1AP DN DININY DI NNNN DY 1107 NN
DYS DYIMPNNN DM DINDON NI PYNIN INY PNNN) N0 DI ,01719P DOIOND DIRIND MDY
DYPMINIRIDMNN DIDIAPN POYY ,THYNIN NPIDYN NIN YN .INYN AT P9 TUnd Mva D»NYS N
NYAIN-NVIDY DY DOTPYD [, MNYN T P9 TYN) IUN) UKD DVUHIN NYAIR-NYIZY DY NYTIN
Y NIPNA NN AN YSIN IN NNNIN DY NIPNA DIPNA DOV MY RIN L8 1IN PUIOUN .NMAY
NN NIV NNON XY 0N OOPND OIXINN MPY T .(Medina, 2013) 1% NY2IN D2 PTHN
NON,TININ NN P N NNV NNDNA T2ITH .DNIYW TNRD MV DY 190N WIDNY NIVY NN
NION WNIWHN DINIDNIN MY IMINPN NIYIY HNONIVIS DY D1NI2N DIYP NPINNNY THPMNT NINON
12)) NONINMD NPIXYN NPND MIYYY NINDN 0N DPNPN NNYNI RNNINKD 1DV dNIN 2NN D)
(2002 ,7 W

Lomsky-Feder et) mMNIINM XASN ,MNIWYN 7Y P2 0NN MNDL HIININ DIPININIDNND
DY) DINXIDNMN IIMN /HIIRVIV T ININD MPYN NX DONN IWNX PTOA O¥D»ND 731 .(al., 2008
DNINIV-VDIN ,NIN NN YD TTINNND NYY DN DX NNND G0N ,)10Y .NPNITNRD NMNDNY N*an Pa
Harpaz-Rotem & Rosenheck, 2011; Hoge & Castro, 2012; Griffith, & Ben-Ari, ) N9 M9 Ty
Y 72Y0 .8 1IN NPYY PIINIDMNIN DY IWPNY GONNN NN 29PY NPANN Hayn Sv pNT (2021
ORI 5 1989 ,pDD) Y21NN) DTN DPMZIAN I NT NINIIRM XANN DIITWI 1AV INIIN IWPN INY
IWPNA VI (Medina, 2013) 25719 YVINMIANR PNTNND NN ININD ONINHN MPY (2023
NYINH NNMPNN DY NI .TONYY TMIN DMINP DN 12D NNXNON NPTNN DIYNIN 1AW YINIWIN
123) MV 25-9 AP TIND MY DAY 190N DIWINN ,NT N2 DIIPNN 1P PMYNIVYN NPITID
MPY RO DMNNPN NMININD DPPNNNN MY INIWI DOXIDNI MWD .(Levy, 2011 ;2002 ;M)



NP MM’ D) 19D ,MIAVNIY IOV PR MNNANNA MNDNY NIXPND MPYN 2WN) OV NN
.(e.g. Hynes, 2015)

OOWYN Y D121 NNV DY N VI9 29D MY DY DN MPY ,NI1AT DOV TYNa
N2 92N DY NPHIINIVI MITHIN DY TAX NIPA N2 MY»NNNN ,(Chisholm & Tidy, 2017) »1»0V)
NMONNNI ’NIANNN IINNYNDY DIVYPNN DAY .NIINN NN M TIYORN 1D YN NIDND NN 2T —
NP DNIN DY DIV POAN PYNI AWNIND 91D NINYN LT 12192 .NINTINRD NINN DY NN
D2WN DN — NP NPV MPON DIXRY) DIMYY NI ORNY D955 (Caddick et al., 2015)
Bulmer & Jackson, 2015;) N0wa nNWIY NMNOPIND DY 1020 NI12NND DX MINNDYNN 7NPN NMINVITINTD
Y20 NN NV TTY DINAN D) DN NN NNINA (Harpaz-Rotem & Rosenheck, 2011; Manekin, 2017
MIVN DN DMNX DMI2YNI NNYMN NXIANN XYY MMD 91NN MNT P2 MNIAND .NIINN dNIWNID
DX OYMN HY NPNIIND MMAND MTIX PXHYN VN MYNNNI MDD PNTI NT RYN 0NN
.(Griffith, & Ben-Ari, 2021)

172N-X1AX YON’ HYY NN NANIN TPNONN PON INNN HRIWI 12PN DIXIDNN MDY
DMINKRN DNUYN NVIVYA DTN NMINY NNMDN ORIY  HNVONY Ty .(Peri, 2018 NI ,NPOY)
NP NPND 129N DI PNV DY D1ON DY MORY MININNN PAD NN 7OYN AN DINX P2 Y9 qUN)
(2007 1) DYINKRND OIXNWYYL MNYN DXNIVNN DY YNIINN 2970N D) ODDIN NYYA NI INM
(2018 ,1>10Y) T2 NNPWY NMOIDIIND D910 NPONY JOP PON DYPNININIDNN OINNNI DD

NPSDVINT MTPHNN TIN WRND DNPYN NN NNV DIPNND I90ND WY MNINND DNIVA
.(Tiargan, 2016 ; Ben-Dor, et al., 2008; Ben-Shalom & Benbenisty, 2019 -5vnY 1X7) DXXIDND2 MPYY
MMY DN MNINND DNV .2008-2 DINRIZNN PIN NPYPN INKD DINHNN NOIYNI DMINY INND ,NNY
PIDYN ROY OXNITN NY NPDOVPIVR NPNY NMVYYY NMINNDN NPDITI ML MYNIN DY DNIDN
NIV NN DY RIN GX AWN Y09 YNIINN IWPNN 2D ITD 1IN NPYIRD NPXDVIND 12YN
ONY NPND IVYY NPOTNI DY PON NNPO NIVNN NX NN OONINI MY .ONIDMNI
ATINND NNDIN DXY ,7PVOYNN NNHNDIN DY IRNNN NNPNA L2023 T2IVPIN NPNDN N .NPIYNNA
MPYN MIYA DR DY (2023 ,ORIN) NOPVIVYNN NDANN 220 NPIYNNNN PON NP OIRDMNID
,ONONN DNNDNN DY NIPNDY ,NPIDNNI MND MNY DN AXNI DONIDND MY PNNY OINXIDN
D22 T IND DIV TPORIYI NI2NN NIXR IOV NPV MPIDNNIN

NPINIVID NNNI N2 DTN TND ,I1DWUN T DRI IV DINIDNDN MY DY DMIPNN
NTI9N NN OO0 NOX 0»WP .(Hendel, 2008) MNIIND NITNA DMWY OOYPY DN ,WNN NOND
NNV NN TIIDN PATM ,TPON M 522 WINN M YINND DV NNIYY 12yn ,NTIAYM NNIWNNN
DYTPHRNN 8 1IN MY DY DXTNYNIN DIANNDN (2012 ,>310N ,5¥NY) DN MDD NII1NON DINXIDNDN
D) DXTPNRNN MINK MXINI DN NMPY DY OPNNI (Levy, 2011) 112230 DY > TN 1wav 110
NNy 0y (Demers, 2011; Faber et al., 2008) oMYN 9NN NTINDY ,NNNRND DINDY NDNIYNN NTIN
VD TPRPIIRD NIIND DY IWPNA APOYA PWISPN DATINND XAXD 127 DTN NYIN RN MII0
DYDININ NN DINIDMA MPYD 12y0N NN DNXY DIT1NN DIPTHIN 12 1DIND DY 2N VYN PI ,NNYT
Gade, ) D12 NINNY ,NNONON ,NIAND MNY MYINDNN , NNV NN NMTY DY DMV DXADWN DY
MTIN YN NN DNINY TRYNN NY XD (Griffith, & Ben-Ari,2021; Lomsky-Feder et al., 2008; 1991
PPINN 29 VN NTIPIN YN DMAYNI DXDN DOYPN
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DDANNA,DPPMINIDINT MNA TONDYT MNIINRY NANN DMDDIVINN DIIAYNH NN PNAY NV
PYRI 25W2a 92v1H (Huss, 2015) Dnsya YMN DTN DNV 295 ) MIAINN YIWPNa DdPN»MHIN DY
172N DY NHIRND INT 1-1DD .0PYNVN DY HNIINT MININNN NN PAND D19V SWIN DY DIPNNINNDI
NN DAV NNS YMN VIYPY MIN-DY DIRIDINN DM DY DMI2WYY DIIPDONNN NN PIAND NPNIIND
YN DOLPN NN ,TD DY HDDDIVIN)Y TYINN 12977 DIXIDND NPV INND DMPNIINRN DPNN NHONd
95 .(Caddick, 2018; Gilligan, 2015) DD ONPMNPO PN NIAYPN DY NDOINNN NIMIN
VAN NTIPI DN NN ,DMINN 0N OX9MN DY NNINIV-VDIAT NPNN DY DIPNNRY TV ,NX12ND PINY
29PN NTYD MANN 92YN DY PNTH NN 9N 210 PANY DD ,N1PNIAN NPNINON NI .NINN 1PNIAN
Raniin)

n)"24"%

0 ; DNVP DX NVIDY TY T DY DIXIVI D21 ,25-35 22 DX’ 0¥I12) DN DIONRIND  DIANNYN
JPNTY TNTY NPND NNNHD NXIAPA I2ITH DT DINNKY,DINTPNN DIRNY DOVITIVD DN
YN I8 (2012) PY TiNY DOYNINN THNNI 8 182 MPYY INIPIV DMIIP DX9»N DN NOINRT 9N
NN MITN (Huberman & Miles, 2002) 9130109 9PNNA 121THVI MPN 2vNy DY 19010 .(2014)
U2 NNPRIN NN YN GNNYN-NNND WIMdYY  NYNIN IINNT DY NTI NVOWI DONNYNN
190X ONMN (Cohen & Arieli, 2011) 1NINND D0 PIMY DMINNX POX MNIANY DOIMNXIINNN
.2015 Tonna
0 DY PN D 9907, NONRY NN N8NNY MM PONN .NNNNT D21 NNPNI NHMP O POIN
,MMVYNIN NORYN INKD 119102 NNYAN NINN NI PRI, MY 7PN PR DN MY RIPOIND
NN NN IRND T : MONY XNY NITYA, NN NINAN 12PNY DIVNA JPIRIN DN NIPIND NTPM
DY PN NPN2N TOY DPNRPN PNN DTN AN TPNN TN 7INNINDY TOW DN MNN 12NN
952 2>NINY PN 0212 DXANNWNM ,NIND PN JPNRIN DY NINKRD IPON 7 1NTIAYN OPNY,TTD TN
NN DY ODOVVN PRIV ITPRNM ,DONYY NINAD 1DWNI NMNPXRIN DI .ONYT DY NYYY 0NN
YV NNINM MIAYNH DY 12,191 D) D) NTWRIN 2NN ,9NNYN-NNND .(Huberman & Miles, 2002)
NPRIN TONNA
Huberman & Miles, 2002; Lincoln &) NNY 18P IR NPINLPY IPONI DINMN DINNI NN

NN - TPNNN AOY NYIYY 2520 1PV NNDNI PMITNN INNY NMNNN L1910 INKY .(Denzin, 2003
DY TPANR 1N MYXNNI O) MNIN NN YN IPNNT INY .NNAN NN ,NNINDI MOMINND NN
NN )N T YN DD .OMDNNN DY OVNN NN MYSNNI DN GNNYN-NNY PNV )IWXRIN I12NN0N

0N ININY OIXRNNNN
,NYTN NNODN YDAV DY INNN DXANNYNN I3 .TPNPINNN NPINRND DTV T DY IWINR DT IPNN NPINN
951 OMANNYN NN PPDANY PN DIRYI D) DANNVNN .OMNNIN NINN 19N DX3NN DIMINRNN HI)
,TD L NINY DY .DMVNMINIV MNIDT NPY DY MIION NNPN MNNIN DY NIAYTA NADN THPNN MIND .NY
NNANY HIDN MNIAN NNINIVA NNNPNNN IINIXID TY D) NIN ,DX9»NN NN PRIV ,NYNIN TINND
NI NN NOND PN D1 OYYNNY T ,MND M NNPRIN TP ,NDAY .NIIRNN D190 MNOND

.DNOY NOWINND NOYNN
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I NY TN QN DN 79 1193 NIY 1219 0PN NI MYNYN ¥ PHN KXI) ,NMYHvn

1971 ,01772 19 DTN TN NI I2TN .INAWNTN NT¥I92 3P NNODY MYTIN DI MY
MNNY PNTN DX D910 DIPNIYINXIDMNIN DY PNTN .NNPND Y120 TONNI MLPI Y DNIND D) DXNNRNY
,MNINNN NPIN DY TINND-INI NNNDYI 551NN ININ INIWNNNI DTN NDNDN THON .HINAVNN
YNYDPY DT NN : TN TN DYN ,NOYTY ONNPN PNTH DY MTTHINNND WHwNn ,oWiI Pn) DY T2
ND AIWY YR YT — DT DY NI KD DAN ,NNIND TND NOOY INYIIN .NT NN NYNRYONUNY I8N DN
,DNNYO] I NININ .29YA YWY DI NNPYN AN TNHD 210 9917 IR DN QO 91N DT DY 92710 PN DY
JDY DY 2IWND KD P NOY0 MINWYW 1IN MVYY IOW 29PN TPSN IR PIND) IWON PV Nnd Tayy!
NN 2NYY TN IR 1D DN IN DN LYHYNY NN INKR DN AT DD DY IWND TRND NYP N
JTIVINTY, N 10D D9 NN DY KD NN HOVMIVIN DPVD 921 NN NN ***1 DY INawnn

DYINNNI DOYPNN 19N INKRD NYINHNY NDLNIXIDYT AN NINYYII DIYD ININD NN INND 1NN
T2 .Y DNYY MANNNT DNNAVYNY DNYY MIANNNT P2 DOWIP ,0NYY M990 VPIYANPN NN
ARYD TND WP D TN .TPY NIPN NN, NINONMN LTI INKRY NNPNDNA DAN ,NIN SN KD IR SVND
YD WOW MINYD PITND DO NN DIAN ,NNAWNT NN ANRYD NYP ,NT DY DONON XOV PN OOV NAN NN
SPTHRY 0N OV DDMND NN
DI035 AMAN 25V ANoUnA B1”

DTN, NWNWYNRN DTN MOIVSN PYID DXNX DY VION : NAPN NN NVYYN NANNN ,NT 2OV
DINDN ,NINY NNIYY .MANN NN 91D 92NN THAN NX TOWD DY 1271 .MV NNAWND ,NNNDN
DY»NN TAN ,NONTY .NPDOY MYINT DXI7IYN ,29PD) YSIND MNINNNN NY2 DXININNDD NINNNMN)
;s NAND VI NIRY NDY0N DN IVIND SMX DY DN ; ¥IND DXAMN NDNIX .ONY TN 1IN NN
NN PYT ONNY ,TIND DOWIN 9PN NNX ,DX02D YN NNARYIY AN INN DN /OO NNAWNT ON
MINOXND IT.NPD NNMIND NN ,INMDN MNIND NMNI DOWNPN NI IR WHIIN NT.DINN NNRY DN
STNTITAM THON NN NI NHNIND THYA DT NN DWW NIDW NN DAN ,INID

NYND 9192 YIOUN TN IAVNN WIONN THINN TIDNIY HWIPY 11910 DP¥0 VIVINN ,NYa Na
N DYDY T .29PY MOIWNN NY YVINIY PVLDIINIIND AN NNMIN,XIAND NINIITND P2 MYNINNIN
YTV XD NNNX SVDDIRIND A¥NNY NYINT ,DIYN 910 DY MOIND NYIND NNPN .2V NYIN” - TAR D”N
INIANN TN NN NOND YT DITHD DIRYY DIWIN ,IIIN PR ,02WN ND .N1I RSN DX DID) NNN NNDY
NN 7O N0 WINY NYIND ,NXPN NP2 PV NI DY DINTI) DIVIN : IIN INX DN ./DIDY 1OV
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