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O1 Introduction

Conspiracy theories erode trust in science and democratic institutions, as seen in anti-vaccine
movements and the Capitol attack, fueling public health risks and political violence. This study tries to
explore whether engaging in evidence-based reasoning might help mitigate these kinds of
conspiratorial beliefs.

02 Objective 03 Methodology

e Our research investigates whether engaging in  ® The experiment comprised two rounds. In the first,

epistemic perspective-taking influences the participants rated a series of conspiracy theories to
extent to which individuals endorse conspiracy ~ assess baseline levels of conspiratorial thinking [1].
beliefs. * |n the second round, conducted one week later,

e Prior studies have shown that intuitive thinking participants were exposed to a vignette inducing
(vs. evidence-based reasoning) is associated either an intuition- or evidence-based mindset |2].

with stronger endorsement of conspiracy e Beliet in a new set of conspiracy theories was then

theories. measured to assess the ettect of this manipulation.
° Bui|ding on this work, we tested whether Analysis - We employed a linear mixed-etfects regression
fos’rering an evidence-based mindset can model to examine the main effects, as well as the interaction

reduce susceptibility fo conspiratorial thinking.  between time and condition. Secondary analysis was made
with Evidence-Intuition Scale [3] and political attiliation as
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confidence intervals. evidence-based perspective shows
a significant 0.3 points reduction post-intervention
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05Discussion

Participants exposed to the evidence-based perspective showed a signiticantly greater

reduction in conspiracy beliet endorsement. These results suggest that fostering

evidence-based reasoning may help mitigate susceptibility to conspiratorial thinking.
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