Mission Statement
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev is committed to leading the way forward in the revitalization of the Negev. As the heart of this region, we aim to drive economic, social, and technological growth through close collaboration with various partners from all sectors. Our mission is to turn adversity into opportunity, enhancing the Negev’s resilience and prosperity in the wake of October 7.
By expanding our facilities and focusing on key areas such as impactful technologies, climate sustainability, and global health, we seek to build a vibrant and secure future. We invite partners and supporters to join us in this transformative journey, ensuring the Negev and Israel thrive stronger than ever.

Blurb
1. (ChatGPT) Ben-Gurion University’s "Way Forward" campaign is a ten-year effort to raise $1 billion USD to enhance the university's capabilities and, in turn, transform the Negev. By expanding our campus facilities and collaborating with partners, we aim to boost innovation, sustainability, and community resilience.
2. (Elana’s variation) Ben-Gurion University’s "Way Forward" campaign is a ten-year effort to raise $1 billion USD to enhance the university's capabilities in specific areas of impact – infrastructure, student support, and research excellence. By building on our strengths, expanding our campus facilities and collaborating with a wide range of partners, we aim to boost community resilience in the Negev, and lead in innovative solutions to the world’s most pressing problems.


Messaging
"The Negev's path to recovery after October 7 begins with us. By supporting the 'Way Forward' campaign, you can help Ben-Gurion University rebuild and strengthen the Negev, fostering resilience and hope for the future."
"In the aftermath of October 7, the Negev needs our support more than ever. By contributing to the 'Way Forward' campaign, you can help Ben-Gurion University lead the rebuilding efforts and restore hope and resilience to the region."
"After the devastation of October 7, the Negev faces immense challenges. Your contribution to the 'Way Forward' campaign will enable Ben-Gurion University to lead the recovery, driving economic and social renewal in this crucial region."
"David Ben-Gurion believed that the Negev’s success would define Israel’s future. By supporting the 'Way Forward' campaign, you can help transform this vision into reality. Join us in raising $1 billion to strengthen Ben-Gurion University and drive the Negev’s growth."
"Ben-Gurion University stands at the heart of the Negev, embodying David Ben-Gurion’s dream of making the desert bloom. Your donation to the 'Way Forward' campaign will fuel innovation, education, and resilience in this vital region."
"David Ben-Gurion once said, 'The people of Israel will be tested in the Negev.' Today, we face that test. Support the 'Way Forward' campaign to empower Ben-Gurion University in leading the Negev’s transformation and securing Israel’s future."
"Help us honor David Ben-Gurion’s legacy by contributing to the 'Way Forward' campaign. Your support will enable Ben-Gurion University to expand its impact, fostering economic growth, sustainability, and innovation in the Negev."
"Ben-Gurion University is a leading research institution and the anchor of an innovation ecosystem driving local economy. By supporting the 'Way Forward' campaign, you can help us leverage our strengths to drive transformative solutions for the Negev, Israel and the world."
"Ben-Gurion University is a research powerhouse, generating innovative solutions for the most pressing regional and global problems. Support the 'Way Forward' campaign to amplify our impact on the Negev and beyond."
"As a top research institution anchoring a dynamic innovation ecosystem, Ben-Gurion University is poised to make significant advancements. Your contribution to the 'Way Forward' campaign will enable us to leverage our strengths for the Negev and the world."
“Although founded to be, in David Ben-Gurion’s words, an “Oxford in the desert,” Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (BGU) has never been an ivory tower. On the contrary, we are the driving force in the Negev’s development and key to its residents’ social mobility. The new urgency of the task before us demands a new, and still bolder, commitment to meeting the Negev’s needs.”

Inspiring Quotes
· "It is in the Negev that the creativity and pioneering vigor of Israel shall be tested."  (DBG, Speech at Sde Boker, 17 January 1955, as quoted in "Memoirs: David Ben-Gurion" edited by Thomas R. Bransten, 1970, p. 184).
· "The Negev offers the greatest opportunity to accomplish everything that still needs to be done."  (DBG, Speech at the inauguration of the Negev Development Authority, Beersheba, 12 April 1956, as quoted in "Ben-Gurion: A Biography" by Michael Bar-Zohar, 1977, p. 376)
· "The future of Israel lies in the Negev."  (DBG, Speech at Kibbutz Revivim, 10 May 1955, as quoted in "Israel: A Personal History" by David Ben-Gurion, 1971, p. 297)
· "The Negev is the testing ground of the Israeli people and the Israeli pioneering spirit."  (DBG, Speech at the opening of the Sde Boker College, 3 October 1956, as quoted in "The Letters of David Ben-Gurion" edited by Eliezer Livneh, 1972, p. 224)
· "The Negev can provide a solution to all our problems."  (DBG, Speech at the Negev Conference, Beersheba, 15 June 1957, as quoted in "Ben-Gurion: Prophet of Fire" by Dan Kurzman, 1983, p. 340)
· "The Negev is the cornerstone of our country and the key to its development."  (DBG, Speech at the National Council for Research and Development, 5 September 1957, as recorded in the Ben-Gurion Archives)
· "Only by overcoming the challenges of the Negev can we truly establish our independence."  (DBG, speech at the dedication of the Negev Institute for Arid Zone Research, 10 October 1955, as quoted in "Memoirs: David Ben-Gurion" edited by Thomas R. Bransten, 1970, p. 215)
· "תנועת הציונות החזקה והחשובה ביותר בארץ מונה היום למעלה מ־20 אלף סטודנטים והיא חוקרת ויוצרת ומעורבת חברתית, וקוראים לה אוניברסיטת בן-גוריון." ~ שאול מופז
· "אין מפעל ציוני יותר מאוניברסיטת בן-גוריון." ~ אבישי ברוורמן
· "אוניברסיטה חייבת לצמוח מנקודות החוזק שלה ולא לנסות לחקות אוניברסיטאות אחרות. נקודת החוזק הבסיסית ביותר טמונה כבר בשמו של המוסד – אוניברסיטת בן-גוריון בנגב." ~ דניאל חיימוביץ
· "השילוב בין מחקר אקדמי לבין מחקר העוסק בשאלות מעשיות ולעיתים אף קיומיות, יוצר אווירה של יזמות וחדשנות, ומאפשר למדע בסיסי ולמדע יישומי חיים בשלום זה עם זה, ללא המתח השורר ביניהם ברוב האוניברסיטאות בעולם." ~ דניאל חיימוביץ
· “Why should I buy a jet plane for 8 million dollars when I can make possible a chemistry building at BGU”. Lorry I. Lokey, Honorary Doctor, 2015
· למה שאקנה מטוס סילון בשמונה מיליון דולר אם אני יכול לאפשר בניין כימיה באוניברסיטת בן-גוריון. לורי א. לוקי
· "אנו חיים בעידן התמורות ועלינו לפתוח את מעבדותינו ואת הלבבות שלנו לשכנינו, ואוניברסיטת בן-גוריון  נערכת לתמורות אלה בראש פתוח ובלב נדיב." שר החוץ שמעון פרס בדברי תודתו על קבלת 'אות השלום' מאוניברסיטת בן-גוריון בנגב, 1994
· We live in an age of transformations and we must open our laboratories and our hearts to our neighbors. Ben-Gurion University is preparing for those transformations with an open mind and generous heart. Foreign Minister (and later President) Shimon Peres, upon receiving the Peace Award from BGU, 1994 
· "העבודה שאתם עושים כאן יכולה לשמש דוגמא לעולם כולו." מיכאל גורבצ'ב, נשיא ברה"מ, בעת קבלת אות השלום מאוניברסיטת בן-גוריון ב-1992.
· "The work you are carrying out here can serve as an example to the entire world." Mikhail Gorbachev, upon receiving the Peace Citation from BGU, 1992
· אוניברסיטת בן-גוריון היא מעוז של ציוויליזציה בעולם הנעשה יותר ויותר חסר תרבות. היא, מכל הבחינות, מקבילת המאה ה -21 לנווה במדבר. לורד ווידנפלד,  יו"ר חבר הנאמנים לשעבר, 2004.
· "Ben-Gurion University is a haven of civilization in an increasingly uncivilized world. It is, in every sense, the 21st Century equivalent of an oasis in the desert." – Lord Weidenfeld of Chelsea, final message from the Chairman of the Board of Governors, 2004
· "אתם מפתחים את העתיד של מדינת ישראל. אקדמיה חזקה היא נשמת אפה של מדינת ישראל והיא עורק החיים של הנגב. חובתנו לאפשר לה לצמוח". נשיא המדינה, מר ראובן ריבלין, בביקורו באוניברסיטה, 2017
· "You are developing the future of the State of Israel. A strong academy is the crux of the State of Israel and is the lifeblood of the Negev. It is our duty to allow it to grow” President of the State of Israel, Mr. Reuven Rivlin, on a visit to BGU, 2017.
· "בן-גוריון היה תמיד ריאליסט אוטופי, אופטימיסט... אבל הוא אף פעם לא היה מסופק". אהרן ידלין, לשעבר שר החינוך, חנוכת המכונים לחקר המדבר ע"ש יעקב בלאושטיין, 2007
· "Ben-Gurion was always a utopian realist, an optimist.... but, he was never satisfied" Aharon Yadlin, Former Minister of Education, at the dedication of the Jacob Blaustein Institutes for Desert Research, 2007

· 


